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Distant Voices, Still Lives

A film by Terence Davies
Freda Dowie, Pete Postlethwaite, Angela Walsh, Dean Williams,

Lorraine Ashbourne
Winner of the International Critics’ Prize, Cannes 1988

Terence Davies’s stunning debut feature film Distant Voices, Still Lives was
instantly recognised as a masterpiece on its release in 1988 and the director
hailed as one of Britain’s most gifted and remarkable filmmakers. Re-released in
April 2007 as part of a complete retrospective season of Terence Davies’s films at
BFI Southbank, it was once again showered with critical acclaim.

The BFI now makes the film available on DVD for the first time, presented in a
beautiful new digital restoration - a fitting showcase for this unforgettable film
from one of contemporary cinema’s true poets.

Drawn from his own family memories, Distant Voices, Still Lives is a strikingly
intimate portrait of working class life in 1940s and 1950s Liverpool. Focusing on
the real-life experiences of his mother, sisters and brother whose lives are
thwarted by their brutal, sadistic father (a chilling performance by Pete
Postlethwaite), the film shows us beauty and terror in equal measure. Davies
uses the traditional family gatherings of births, marriages and deaths to paint a
lyrical portrait of family life — of love, grief, and the highs and lows of being
human, a ‘poetry of the everyday’ that is at once deeply autobiographical and
universally resonant.

Extras
e Feature commentary by director Terence Davies
e Filmed interview with Terence Davies
¢ Filmed introduction with Art Director Miki van Zwanenberg
e Original trailer

The DVD also contains a fully illustrated 24-page booklet including essays by
Beryl Bainbridge and Adrian Danks, an original review from the Monthly Film
Bulletin and more.

Release date: 30 July 2007

RRP £19.99 / cat. no. BFIVD733 / cert 12
UK /1988 / colour / 80 mins / ratio 1.78:1 (16x9 anamorphic)
This disc contains optional subtitles for the hearing-impaired on all items
BFI DVDs are available from the Filmstore at BFI Southbank, all good retailers, by mail
order from 0845 458 9910 or online at www.bfi.org.uk/video
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About the BFI

There's more to discover about film and television through the BFI. Our world-renowned
archive, cinemas, festivals, films, publications and learning resources are here to inspire
you. To find out more go to www.bfi.org.uk




