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Pablo Trapero

Argentinian cinema has enjoyed increasing success during the last decade and
Pablo Trapero has emerged as one of the country’s most influential and
important film-makers. BFI Southbank celebrates his work and presents a
retrospective of his small, but impressive, body of work, including a Special
Release  of his fourth feature, Born and Bred (2006).

Trapero’s early shorts, Mocoso Malcriado (1993) and Negocios (1995), are insightful
observations of life in the sprawling suburbs of Buenos Aires and see him
developing his style. Crane World (1999), his debut feature, announced the arrival
of a highly distinctive new talent and gained him critical acclaim and numerous
awards from film festivals around the world. Breaking free from classic narrative
models, Trapero’s films offer authentic and compassionate character studies
which resonate with both Argentinean and international audiences. El Bonaerense
(2002) (selected for Un Certain Regard at Cannes) follows a small-town lock-smith
who becomes part of the corrupt and notorious Buenos Aires local police force.
Familia Rodante (2004) examines the pros and cons of family ties, captured with
perfect naturalism by Trapero’s probing camera and note-perfect performances.
Born and Bred is a beautifully handled study of grief, identity and the aftermath of
trauma. With a profoundly moving central performance and breathtaking
cinematography it is arguably Trapero’s most assured feature to date.

www.bfi.org.uk/trapero    



Film listings

Special Release: Born and Bred
Argentina-UK-Italy 2006. Dir Pablo Trapero. With Guillermo Pfening, Martina Gusman, Frederico Esquerro,
Tomás Lipan, Victoria Vecchio. 100min. EST. Courtesy of Axiom Films
Shifting from the initial sketch of near-complacent urban happiness to a more detailed
portrait of a directionless existence in the remote and wintry wastelands of northern
Patagonia, Trapero explores how Santi’s daily routine is shadowed by a range of painful
emotions: grief, anger, guilt, despair, apathy and, just occasionally, in his dealings with
the colleagues and locals he meets while working at a dilapidated rural airport, friendship
and desire. Stunning cinematography, Pfening’s fine performance and an elliptical,
meticulously measured narrative combine to provide deft and telling psychological
insights, making for a movie that is at once beautiful, illuminating and, in the final
analysis, deeply moving.
Fri 24 Aug 14:20, 18:30, 20:30; Sat 25 Aug 15:50, 18:10, 20:30; Sun 26 Aug 15:50, 18:10, 20:30; Mon 27 Aug 15:50,
18:20, 20.30; Tue 28 Aug 18:30, 20:45; Wed 29 Aug 18:30, 20:45; Thu 30 Aug 18:15, 20:30; Fri 31 Aug 14:30, 18:10,
20:20; Continues in September

Crane World (Mundo Grúa)
Arg 1999. With Luis Margani, Daniel Vaklenzuela, Adriana Aizemberg. 89min. EST
Fifty-something single dad Rulo, jobless and cherishing memories of brief success as a 70s
pop bassist, hears of a chance to become a crane driver… Beautifully shot (mostly at
weekends over the course of a year) in black and white, this is a touching, telling, deeply
humane study of how an ordinary man, his family and friends are affected by widespread
unemployment.
Sat 25 Aug 20:40,Wed 29 Aug 18:20

El Bonaerense
Arg-Chil-Fr-Neth 2002.With Jorge Román, Mimi Ardú, Darío Levy. 102min. EST. 15
Through nepotistic connections, a smalltown locksmith is given a job in the Buenos Aires
police department, and slowly but surely learns the wicked ways of the city. Subtle social
comment combines with sharp character studies to produce a lucid, low-key drama of
great assurance. As ever, Trapero elicits supremely credible performances from his cast,
while vividly evoking the effect of environment upon individual lives.
Sun 26 Aug 16:10, Fri 31 Aug 20:40

Familia Rodante
Arg-Braz-Fr-Ger-Sp-UK 2004.With Federico Esquerro, Liliana Capurro. 103min. EST. 15
The ‘rolling family’ is a boisterous, bickering clan, packed into an old camper van as they
accompany octogenarian Emilia from Buenos Aires to a wedding at the far-off Brazilian
border. There’s little plot – just a wise, witty, rambling narrative that speaks volumes
about the pros and cons of familial ties. And the final shot is a lovely tribute to human
resilience in the face of – well, life.
Sun 26 Aug 18:20, Mon 27 Aug 18:15

Poet of the Suburbs: Three Shorts
Mocoso Malcriado (1993, 19min, EST) and Negocios (1995, 17min, EST) saw Trapero hone his
skills as an insightful observer of life in the sprawling outskirts of Greater Buenos Aires,
previously seldom seen in Argentine cinema. With its cast and subject matter (everyday
life in an ironmonger’s), the latter clearly anticipates Crane World. Naikor, la estación de
servicio (2001, 45 mins, EST) was made after that first feature, as a special commission
from the Rotterdam Film Festival, and concerns a dockworker hoping to attain fame
through the movies.
Fri 24 Aug 18:20, Tue 28 Aug 20:30

- Ends -



Press contact: Colette Geraghty, 020 7957 8919    colette.geraghty@bfi.org.uk     

NOTES FOR EDITORS

Please note our venue is now known as BFI Southbank. Please direct all listings
information to the new venueÕs name.

There’s more to discover about film and television through the BFI. Our world-
renowned archival collections, cinemas, festivals, films, publications and learning
resources are here to inspire you.

Booking information
The BFI Southbank is open to all. BFI members are entitled to a discount on all
tickets. BFI Southbank Box Office tel: 020 7928 3232. Unless otherwise stated
tickets are £8.60, concs. £6.25. Members pay £1 less on any ticket. Website
www.bfi.org.uk/southbank    

*** PICTURE DESK ALERT ***

A select ion  of im ages for journal ist ic use in  prom oting BFI Southbank
screen ings can  be found at      w w w .im age.net    under
BFI  / BFI Southbank  / August 2007 / Pablo Trapero

If further im ages are requi red con tact BFI Sti l ls, Posters & Designs.
For in form ation  and prices e-m ai l     st i l ls.fi lm s@bfi .org.uk     or phone 020 7957 4797


